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DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTi\L CONSERVi\TION I 
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
P.O. BOX 0, JUNEAU, AK 99811-1800 

Ms. Sally Marquis 
Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region X, WD-139 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Dear Ms. Marquis: 

February 28, 1991 

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR 

Telephone No. 
(907) 465-2653 

.Ju;lh '~ \I G .. - .« 

.~ . - n£~! ... N 10 

Thank you for your letter responding to my November 30, 1990 summary of 
information on the site-specific criteria proposal for Point Woronzof and the 
department's procedures for establishing site-specific criteria. You summarized the 
basis for the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) position that formal 
rulemaking and EPA approval are required for any modification of water ·quality 
criteria under 18 AAC 70.025. While we do not fully agree with this position, we 
wish to work closely with EPA to develop any necessary amendments to this 
regulatory procedure to allow the Department to modify water quality criteria up to 
ambient levels without the need for formal rulemaking. As I explained in my 
November 30 letter, we feel this option is granted to Alaska in EPA's previous 
approval of the water quality standards in 1986. 

We are encouraged by EPA's recently published policy guidance - "Metals Analytical 
Methods for Use With Water Quality Criteria" - which allows states the option of 
using a dissolved or acid soluble analytical method to evaluate ambient compliance 
with criteria. Your letter states that Region X will approve procedures consistent with 
this policy. This approach will allow the state and EPA to address the Point 
Woronzof discharge without the need for regulatory changes. 

Water quality data provided the department by the Anchorage Water and Wastewater 
Utility, as part of their petition for establishing site-specific criteria, indicate that 
dissolved ambient concentrations of copper, chromium, lead, mercury, zinc and 
nickel in Cook Inlet adjacent to the Point Woronzof outfall are below water quality 
criteria for each respective metal. Public notice of the petition was issued in 
February 1990. This information, coupled with the calculated effluent dilution of 
180:1 to the boundary of the proposed Zone of Initial Dilution (ZID), indicates that 
the discharge from the Point Woronzof facility will comply with state water quality 
standards. A copy of this information is attached. Therefore, a major condition of 
issuing a federal wastewater discharge permit under Section 301 (h) of the Clean 
Water Act -- that a discharge into saline estuarine waters can only occur where 
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ambient water quality is higher than applicable water quality standards -- is met for 
the Point Woronzof facility. 

Since ambient waters meet the state's water quality criteria, establishing site-specific 
criteria adjacent to the Point Woronzof facility is not necessary. No public notice is 
required from the state. With this determination, EPA is now free to continue 
processing the federal discharge permit application for Point Woronzof. This letter 
should provide sufficient basis for you to proceed. The department's Southcentral 
Regional Office (563-6529) is available to assist you in developing specific conditions 
of the draft discharge permit. 

In the coming months, I look forward to EPA's assistance in helping the state 
develop clarifying language in our water quality regulations which will allow site
specific criteria modification without the need for formal rulemaking in all cases. 
~m cl"\nfident \AIO ,.,.,n ro ...... h .,,.,,.oemen+ ,....n SU"h lannuage 0 II VI Ill I I t' 'f \J \.lUI I '-'"""'-' ' I ~~~ \J U. VI VI t~ • 

Enclosure 

cc Rick Albright, EPA 
Carta FISher, EPA 
Kris Warren, AWWU 
Floyd Damron, CH2M Hill 

~ 
Douglas R. Redburn 
Chief 
Water Quality Management 
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Douglas R. Redburn/ADEC 

Sally Marquis/EPA 
Kris Warren/AWWU S) 
Floyd J. Damron/ANC~ ~ 
February 5, 1991 ~ U 

SUBJBCT: Point Woronzof WWTP NPDES/301(h) Renewal 

PROJECT: ANC26264.Al 

CNMHILL 

Per your request we have reviewed the available rece~v~ng water 
dissolved metals data for the s ix 'metals that have been considered 
~or site specific criteria (Cr+6, cu, Hg, Ni, Pb, and Zn) . 
Receiving water samples were taken in February and August, 1990, 
and aualy2f;!U .CuL· ulssolved metal concentrations. Using thi:5 data 
we calculated the resulting metal concentrations at the edge of the 
proposed ZID (180:1 dilution). For this calculation we used the 
highest receiving water dissolved metal concentration and the 
highest effluent metal concentration for each of the six metals. 
In all oases. ~hQ prQposQ~ ZID ~~~n~~ry m9t~l ~~nr~n~r~+inn i~ 

calculated to be lower than receiving water standards. This is 
shown on the attached figure. 

The proposed ZID boundarv concentration of copper carne the closest 
to the receiving water standard. 2.6 ug/1 is 93 percent of the 2.9 
ug/1 standard. This resulted from an effluent sample with 180 ug/1 
,...f' ,.,,..,£1r•.,.. , wTr ttrtt r loerr.~o~11~ hi~h ~ff1n~nr r.nnr.r.nt'r;'lr.inn fnr t.hi~ 
facility. Even with this high concentration, the standard would 
not have been exceeded. 

The following table contains data used for the figure: 

~OINT WORONZOF WWTP NJ?OF.$/301 (h) RF.N'F.W1l.T. 
RECEIVING WATER DISSOLVED METALS - ug/1 - 180:1 DILUTION 

MET,AT. 

l:r+6 

Hg 

Ni 

Zn 

MAX 'F.FFLUEN'l' 
CONCENTRAT. 

30 

1 RO 

1.5 

100 

50 

610 

CI\DAfA\JOlH\DISSOLVED.~l 

MAX BACKGRD RECEIVING 
(;()NCJ::N'l'HA'l'. WATER STD. 

0.27 

1.7 

0.00042 

MAX ZID 
BOUNDARY CONC. 

. ... . ........ _, ......... -.. 
,,,....,..._,.,., . ,"f(v~.;·)r,. •:•• ••• , ,,..,, ., .... ··<"•Q•'>~,..,,.,,.., . .,.C·"• 

1.5 7 . 1 ~~~·~::i~f:~~~~~~~i~~~~¥:~J.~~:~~;~g~~ .. 
0.023 

4.1 
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POINT WORO"ZOF WWTP 301(h) RENEWAL 
RECEIVING WATER DI$0LVED METALS • ug/1 

CHavi HILL 
ro ·------------------~------------------------. 

RECEIVING WATER 
FEB 1990 

• EPA CHROOIC CONG. 

~ =lcCEIVING W.AlER 
~ .1\JG 199) 

MAX ZID BOUNJARY 
·~:JNCEJ\ lRAllJN ro . 

50 

() .... ........ ......................... .......... ··-········-········ ..... 

l!J , ........... 1········-.!l ..... ll'~ ............ 
;'><)". - ' ~~-~-·: < ~ 
~ . -~ 

r ··- ~:~~~~~ 0.10027 
. ~< :~ 0 00042 D 6,: .. ~..... • 

7.1 

Cr(HEX) cu·1o Hg·loJO Ni'10 
• 

2212C:R'DISSOLJID FEB1991 

········· .......... 53'" ................... ~~- ...... .. 

Pb'l(• Zn 

';. : .i. . _ ·::·~-i: .. ;::: ;·r~:.~·:: .... :·: ;;--)· .:. ·-, ;_::;:~ -,-::: ~. ·;. __ .-.T~-; .. -,\~"':,::~~> .;·~. ·:~- -:::-:---- :~ - ~ .. '-. ~ ~ · . .-;; ;·.-:'.E:,.': ~: ·-~. i .. ::<-~ .- ~:-.:: ~ ... ::.,. ~-. :,: .-.. .. 1: . ··l:~ .. _:r: :~ . .- ._ .. ~;· ~-- ~ .. _ _ .~ ... - . 
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News 
Public 

Wednesday, February 7, 1990 

Notices 900 
PUBLIC NOTICI! 

;A-

STATE OF ALASKA 
D@PAITMf!NT Off 
I!NVfRONMENTAL -

CONSiiRVATION 

A Htltlon tor • Site Specfflc 
Crtterfe Jn •ccord*"« with 11 
At•ska Atfmfnl•tratlve Code 
70,02S. IllS bHn ree.tved by 
the Deoartment et Environ· 
mental COMtrvanen. T,_ • · 
tau• ere as foUowa: 

Af)f)tlcertt: 
MuniCIOIIIty of An<hVr•9e 
3000 Arctic &oultvlrd 
Anchorqe. Ate H$03·3191 

R~st: ttt. Municipality 
~f ~•" ~~ sut~mlt· 
ted a Jt«tlttOI'I tor • Site 
IHcltlc CrUttta tor en ar· 
ea In tilt Cook tnt.t off Of 
Potnt Woronror, Anc"or• 
'"' Alaska. T"- ., .. 11 
• .,proxtmetely f21.000 
tCIUat't m.fetS. lncl II I 
etrc._ wlfn a 110 tntttr 
rtc~lut. and '"' klww us
sector ramond, •na an up· 
~r MlllrMnt rtmcwed. Tht 
"fitton Is to eppty tht I!PA 
tlfMUshed 0\llllty CrltHie 
for Water CEPA 4AO/.S·I6· 
OOIJ Oiled on Gltlotv•d 
mttal conc~ntratlons In· 
••••ct of total ,,~trlble 
conetntrattons. Pie pell· 
tton het bHn tvatltted dut 
to a.mple result• Of Hveral 
mtt_.t lndleauno an ••· 
eeHana of tnt EPA crlt•· 
rta tn the rtcetvlnt weter 
when tota( recovtrebte 
mttals art measured. 
Wilen dluolwct met•l• ert 
JNaturflt In the rec•"''"' 
water, the lt~~~e'- •• be"-

,· tne EftA crlt.,a. The MV• 
nlctoantyo "•• r•,w•t•d 
thiS modlflcatton or six 
rtMtats: chromtum, CoPPer. 
mtrcury, nlclltl, teed and 
11ne. tht MW crlttrla wm 
M the same •• lttos.t ntab· 
Ushtd OY Eft A, bul will 
apply to dlttolved mttal 
conctntrattont. •• ~sed 
to ••••• recoverab .. concen· 
·~·•tona. 
Loeattott Of Activity: 
ttolnt Woronrof, Anchor· 
•o•· Alaltla 

Thtt Actlvtty •• · 
lOtntUttO II AK-oot2S5·1 

Any person wlshlno to JWes•nt 
comml'nts r~arctlno fhts pefl· 
tlon m•r cso so t>y wrftlnv to 
tl\t Department of l!nvlron· 
ment•t ConMrvetlon, SOUth· 
Ctntral Rtotonal Office, *' 
c ttre~l~ Suftt 133,, AMhOr· 

Public 
NoUces 900 

I 

tOt, AIIIU f9.50l, (f07) 
543·6Sn, within JO days of 
IIVblle&tiOf'l Qf this notice. A 
cooy of t~ .,.,nutlon m•Y' .,. 
obtalnt>d by wrlltno to tht 
tbOYt address. 

T~ O.oertmtnt has te"tlltvt· 
ty scn.duled a public hearing 
en thiS ""''., If It receives 
reouetts tD hold ~ucn a hur· 
lno. and U Is ct•••rmlned thef 
Oood ce~tM exists. The ~ertno 
ts tentettnly scheduled to be 
held on Mareft 12. 1HO at 7:00 
PM, af 3000 Arctic aout•verd, 
Anchorage, Alaska. Thl titer· 
tnt wiU not bt Mtct Vftttss It ts 
reQuest.e ancl term1tty """'' 
vi~. ~•nons lnterestltd In at• 
tfltdlnt • llurtnt IMUid eon· 
Urm wtlh the O.Nrtmtnt ttlat 
It wilt M ttetd. Residents In 
•~ lfftctect aru or the vov· 
trnlnv bod'l' of en attect.a 
municipality may r~st a 
I'Ubfle heartnv by wrlttno to 
the o.,ar1ment Of Environ· 
mental c.,.ttl"'tatllft, 1t tht 
abovt eddress. within JO deys 
of P"~llcation of this notice. 

Dated at Anehoraoe; Atastca 
on F•bruary 5, 1"10. 

/s/Ro~rt c. Flint 
Pr09rems Mantoer 

Pub: F-er;wvary 1, ,, 1nv 

AO: 20·2'1f.90 

... 

T~ followlno GOodS storl'd by; 
tcathern Rodoers. unit b·47, at 
Anchorave U·Haul, will be 

1 •ucllon•d Fttday, Februery 
1 16, lttO at 1:00 .,.m. by An· 

Choraoe U·Haul, ~1S1 Old k¥1· 
1 .ra i1ivnw•1. 

! Pub: February 2 
I tftrouth 11, lf90 

: Tne foflowtnt vooct• stor•d bv>: 
1 wnn•m Schunz, unit 0·25. et 
: Anchoreoe U·H41ul. Will be 
1 auctiD,'!d Frlcttv, Febtu~try 
1 \6, 1tf0 ar 1:00 p.m. by An· 
ChCH'aOt U·Haul, .C751 OICI S.W· 
ard Hlvhway. 

Pvb:· February 2 
throuon 11, 1m 

The toftowlno OOOds ttor~ by; 
t Hobert Sht~herd, unit c-12, at 
1Ancnor•v• U· H•ul, will ttl 
: •vctlontd Fttdey, F•bruary 
: 16, 1990 ar t:OO p.m. by 
· Ancttor-oe U·Haut, 47$1 
Old kw•rd Ht;nway. 

P\lb: February 2 
tttrC\19" n. lf90 

. T ... ,,.~.,..,.. .. ,. _,.,_.,.. • .......,...,.. ~- • 

ij153-02 

Regulations 905 
r~utre an lncr .. ,ed apl'f'oprl· 
at ton. 

Nouce 11 •••o vtnn th11t •nv· 
OM lnttttSted mar ptesent 
oral or wrnten statemtnta or 
llrctuml!ntt relev•nt to the ae· 
Uons Propot.ed tn thl$ notice. 
Written comml'ntl artould be 
melted ro Atask• Department 
of Fish and Oftmt, Olvl•lon of 
BOIItdl, P.O. Box 3·2000, JIJ· 
neeu, AI( tno2•2000, by •:30 
p.m., Merch 2, 1990. Written 
cDmmtnts m•Y alto be sub· 
mttl.ct to the JOint Board any 
time befort the dose of '"' 
publtc htarln9 ~IMino •• 
t:OO a.m., March 12, 1990 In 
Anchort9t at tt•• Ancnorao• 

. tnttrnatlonal Alr,ort Inn. An 
IOMtdt wlil be posted ciurinv 
the mattlnv. The boerCI will 
hear out t~ttlmony onlY' from 
thoH who teDitter In Anchor· 
•" tmort tt'f start or t~ 
p\)blic h .. rlng. Orat sl•t~· 
menta may tM llrnlled to ttve 
minutes lor Individuals -.d 
ten mlnutea tor vr011p1, 

Ttt. · JOiftf Board of Flantrles 
and Gamt, wUI t>lthtr adopt 
fMst or other prOPOSal• deaf· 
ln9 with the SJtmt subtect 
without hltft\er rtOIIce, or tt 
mey decldt to •mend, rt~tt, 
supplement, or t•ke no action 
on rnem. tn IGaltton, the 
boerd mey ldopt, .,.,.d, or 
cftoltlt Dlhtl' Mulallont Oft fM 
same sUbt.cts lnc;i~ntally af· 
teet~ bY th• l'f'CIPO*ela ....,,. 
tel, 

Anycm• lnt~uted In or affect· 
ed DV the subttc:t ,.,.ttu 
contained In fhls letal r.ottce 
should mak• written or or11 
comments II they wlsl'l to fteve 
,,_,, Yltwt consldwed b,- tM 
board, · 

Oate: P:ebtu•rr 2, 1ft0 

/SIOon W, CoiiiMworth, 
Commissioner 
At•aka Dept. of 
Plsn and O•me 

Pub: February 7, 1990 

AO: 90·00t 

Invitations· 
To Bid 910 

INVITATION TO LEASE 
ST.&TII OWNED 

AGRICULTURAL LAND 

The State of Alastca, O.pert· 
ment of Natural Ruovrces, 
Division of A;rlcutt_,.e, Aorl· 
cultural Revolving Loan flund, 
proposes to exeeutt an o119rl · 
cultural tiOI'Itl onlv leaN wltn 

lnvlta' 
To Bit 
POSit: •n 
all appllc . 

T"'' o•'r 11 .u.c :1' 

A public 
thll diSPf 
the OPinl: 
heartnv 1 

Pue: F•t 
11, .~. 18 

AO: 10·1 

ST,\ 
DEl 

TRAH~ 
PUB 
CIH 

MAINT 
c· 

INVIT. 

S.el.ct b ' 
furnlshln 
•nd "U' 
1no au , 
tHS•l•O\ 
River ,. 
Equlpmt 
Mttln, \ 
2:00 p,t 
Ftbruen 
tract• A 
•tn Avlr 
eot, Ale· 

To tstat 
ttsttno ' 
ment w; 
lary ro 
nwdt•ns. 
ways In . :" · _ 
River ar :, ~ · ·~"> ' -' . . : ; ·. : ~:·:
AU worlr ··::;: 
bY June 

Tht ~P 
tauon , -~% 
(DOT/Pf ,. , 
bidders -~·:;." 
tlvetr as 
tr•ct en1 
thll tnvl' 
Business 
Met Wot 
JWIMI (\1 

.:· · 

full~ ·.~ 
and wut ~/ . 
•vatnst ,,,.,:-.;~ · 
race, co• ·· · ... '" award. 

~LANS, 
AND 81 
TtON N
by Ill ¥. 

need for 
PGMS fro 
Contraci!
AvlaUon 
Alaska, 1 
adarns: 
chorate •. -


